CONVERSATION CLUB

LESSON 1

Topic: “Conversation Starters”

Objective: Students will be able to start a conversation either with a stranger or with an acquaintance or with anyone, through real idioms and fixed expressions typical of the English language. 
Warm-up: The teacher will go in the classroom without greeting the students or asking any personal questions. Teacher will pretend s/he is not interested in anything but the class. So, teacher will go straight to the point, by asking students to give examples about any topic, so that students feel confused. After one minute, teacher will ask students how they felt about the manner s/he started the class.
Before we start a conversation with anyone, it is important to know how we should start it, since it is rude to just go straight to the point. There are different ways to start a conversation depending on the person we are going to approach, our intention and the topic we want to talk about. So, answer the following two questions:

· How do you start a conversation in Spanish? Mention some expressions.

· Do you know how people start a conversation in English? Give examples.

Procedure:

1. Go through the theory, analyze it and make sure to understand it very clearly. Pay attention the examples and give examples yourself, so that you start to be confident on the topic.

2. Proceed to the practice and exercises that the instructor requires from you, by following the guidelines that s/he sets.

Theory – Conversation Starters (Categories and examples)
	Talking about the weather
	· Beautiful day, isn't it?

· Can you believe all of this rain we've been having?

· It looks like it's going to snow.

· It sure would be nice to be in Hawaii right about now.

· I hear they're calling for thunderstorms all weekend.

· We couldn't ask for a nicer day, could we?

· How about this weather?

· Did you order this sunshine?

	Talking about current events
	· Did you catch the news today?

· Did you hear about that fire on Fourth St?

· What do you think about this transit strike?

· I read in the paper today that the Sears Mall is closing.

· I heard on the radio today that they are finally going to start building the new bridge.

· How about those Reds? Do you think they're going to win tonight?

	At the office
	· Looking forward to the weekend?

· Have you worked here long?

· I can't believe how busy/quiet we are today, can you?

· Has it been a long week?

· You look like you could use a cup of coffee.

· What do you think of the new computers?

	At a social event
	· So, how do you know Justin?

· Have you tried the cabbage rolls that Sandy made?

· Are you enjoying yourself?

· It looks like you could use another drink.

· Pretty nice place, huh?

· I love your dress. Can I ask where you got it?

	Out for a walk
	· How old's your baby?

· What's your puppy's name?

· The tulips sure are beautiful at this time of year, aren't they?
· How do you like the new park?

· Nice day to be outside, isn't it?

	Waiting somewhere
	· I didn't think it would be so busy today.

· You look like you've got your hands full (with children or goods).

· The bus must be running late today.

· It looks like we are going to be here a while, huh?

· I'll have to remember not to come here on Mondays.

· How long have you been waiting?

	Greetings and inquiries
	· How's it going?

· How's everything?   
· How´s life?  
· I was wondering if you would like to have a cup of coffee with me.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
	
	

	Asking about        present activities
	· What's up?

· What´s happening?

	Asking and telling about recent events
	· What's new?
· Guess what?

	Bringing up a serious topic
	· Can I talk to you for a minute?

· Do you have a minute?

· Got a minute?

	Talking to a stranger
	· Excuse me, have we met before?

· Haven´t we met before?

· Do I know you?

· I think I know you from somewhere…

· Your face looks familiar…


Examples: Which category does every example belong to?
         1.                                                         2. 

· A: Nice weather, isn't it?                                    A: Hi. Haven´t we met before?

· B: Yeah, it sure is.                                             B: I believe we have.
· A: So, how's your brother doing?
· B: He's doing okay.                                            3. 
· A: Well, I have to catch this bus.                         A: So, how’s it going?
B: Okay. Nice talking to you.                               B: Not much. How about you?
Practice 1:                                                                                                                                               Categorize all the conversation starters on the table above, by adding the following letters next to each one: an “F” for formal expression, an “N” for neutral expression and an “I” for informal expression.
Example:
                      Can I talk to you for a minute?         (F)                                                                                                                                               
           Do you have a minute?                    (N)                                                                                                                                                  
           Got a minute?                                 (I)
Practice 2:                                                                                                                                      Answer the following conversation starters the way you think is most appropriate.
2. Long time, no see.
[image: image1.wmf]A. I see you too.
[image: image2.wmf]B. It has been a long time.
[image: image3.wmf]C. How about you?

3. Hi, how's your family doing these days?
[image: image4.wmf]A. Five people.
[image: image5.wmf]B. Oh really?
[image: image6.wmf]C. They're fine.

4. So, what’s up?
[image: image7.wmf]A. Pretty good.
[image: image8.wmf]B. That's too bad.
[image: image9.wmf]C. Nothing much.

5. Did you hear I got a new job?
[image: image10.wmf]A. Oh, what a shame.
[image: image11.wmf]B. Hey, that's fantastic.
[image: image12.wmf]C. I like my job too.

6. Have you heard from Bill recently?
[image: image13.wmf]A. Yes. He's still working downtown.
[image: image14.wmf]B. No. Bill isn’t here now.
[image: image15.wmf]C. Yes. Bill is twenty-three.

7. Well, have a nice weekend.
[image: image16.wmf]A. I'm going skiing.
[image: image17.wmf]B. Same to you.
[image: image18.wmf]C. I like weekends a lot.
8. Well, take care!
[image: image19.wmf]A. And you?
[image: image20.wmf]B. I'll tell him.
[image: image21.wmf]C. You too.

9. Say hello to your brother for me.
[image: image22.wmf]A. I will.
[image: image23.wmf]B. Hello brother.
[image: image24.wmf]C. Same to you.

10. Be careful on your way home!
[image: image25.wmf]A. You too.
[image: image26.wmf]B. I'll get home soon.
[image: image27.wmf]C. I know the way home.

Practice 3:                                                                                                                                          Practice and role-play the following conversation outloud, in pairs.
Woman: Hi there.
Man: Hi. I haven't seen you around here before. Have you worked here long?
Woman: No, I've only been here a few months. I work in the Human Resources Department.
Man: Oh, that must be why I haven't seen you around. I'm in Sales.
Woman: Sales sounds like an interesting job.
Man: It's okay. Hey, you look like you could really use a coffee.

Woman: Yes, it's been a really hectic week.
Man: Tell me about it! At least it's supposed to be a nice weekend.

Woman: Yes, I've heard that they are calling for blue skies.
Man: Say, did you happen to catch the game last night?
Woman: No, I was working late.
Man: It was a great game. We won in overtime.
Woman: Actually, I don't even know who was playing. I don't really follow sports.
Man: The Chiefs! Do you think they're going to make it to the finals this year?
Woman: I'm not sure. Well, I better get back to my desk.
Man: Speaking of desks, what do you think of the new office furniture?
Woman: It's nice, but I would rather get paid for my overtime hours than have new furniture.
Man: Oh. Well, I think I'll be heading home early today. It might be snow.
Woman: I know. I can't believe all of this cold weather. Hopefully spring will come soon.
Man: I can't wait until spring.
Woman: Me neither! My divorce will finally come through by then!

Practice 4:
Get in pairs or in groups of three. Pick a situation and start a conversation according to your character. Write down your conversation for later use.
                            Situations
1. You liked someone and you want to pretend that you already know each other. Pick the place where you are.
2. You would like to ask someone out next weekend, either as friends or because you like the person, so you first try to find out what that person or people’ s weekend plans are.
3. You as a doctor are about to tell someone about his or her relative’s serious condition.
4. You are walking down the street, when you suddenly see that someone ahead of you dropped his or hell wallet.
5. You are in your classroom on a Monday morning. You suddenly remember that you just forgot to do your homework, so you will try to copy it from one of your classmates.
6. You are at a business meeting, and you want to make small talk to your boss.
7. You want to talk to your partner (s) about the earthquake that struck your city last weekend.
8. You are so excited because you just got a scholarship to study abroad. You want to tell your friend (s) about it.

9. You are at a party hanging out with your friends and there is a person you just met. Your friends, suddenly, leave you alone with the new guy you do not know anything about.
10. You are at a mall when you suddenly run into someone you met long time ago.

Practice 3:                                                                                                                                                         Role-play your situation in front of the class.
[image: image28.jpg]
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