CONVERSATION CLUB

LESSON 3
Topic: “Accepting and refusing an invitation”

Objective: Students will become comfortable giving, accepting, and refusing invitations in English, through the practice of some useful phrases in role-played conversations.
Warm-up: Game: “Invite me to a party.”                                                                                                                       
Put a picture of a party up on the board or on the wall where students can see it. Ask students what they see going on in the picture. Then ask students how they would invite someone to a party and what they would say if they wanted to go or did not/could not go to the party. Write answers on the board.
Practice 1 answer key:

Invite a friend to a movie:

A: Do you know what you're going to do this weekend?
B: I am going to see a movie with a friend of mine. What about you?
A: I don't know.
B: Would you like to see a movie with me and my friend?
A: Do you know what movie you're going to watch?
B: I don't know, but was there a certain movie you wanted to see?
A: None that I can think of.
B: Well, would you like to go?
A: Thank you for inviting me, but I think I'll pass.
B: All right. Another time then. 

Invite your boss to a dinner party:

A: Mr. Lee, I was wondering if you and your wife had plans for next Friday night?
B: Yes, I think we might be free. What did you have in mind?
A: I've mailed a formal written invitation to your home inviting you to a dinner party at my home.
B: That sounds great. Is it casual?
A: Actually, we thought it would be fun to have a formal sit-down dinner for the holidays.
B: That sounds good. It will give my wife a chance to dress up.
A: Yes, we've invited four other couples, so it should be a good mix of people.
B: That sounds wonderful. Will there be anyone there that I know?
A: Oh yes, everyone we are inviting is from our company.
B: Great! I'll look forward to it. We'll make sure and check the mail for our invitation.             
Theory – Inviting/Accepting and Refusing
When inviting someone to do something with you, it is polite to "break the ice" before extending the invitation.

For example:

1. Will you go dancing with me on Friday? (too abrupt by itself)

(Give the other person time to "prepare" for your invitation.)
2. Do you have time on Friday?

Yes, I do. Why do you ask?
There's a dance at the Grand Ballroom.

Would you like to go with me?

Sure! I'd love to.
Expressions for inviting someone:
· Do you want to…

· Do you wanna . . . (informal)

· Would you like to . . . (more polite)

· How about (V+ing) ?

· How would you like to . . . 

· Will you . . . (with me)

· I was wondering if you would (like to)

· I would like to invite you to (more formal)
Examples:

                     Invitations                                                       Responses
	1. Do you want to dance?

2. Would you like to go hiking this weekend?

3. How about going swimming on Friday?

4. How would you like to play golf tomorrow?
	
	No thanks. I'm kind of tired right now

Sure, I'd love to. What time should we meet?

Ah. Can I get back to you on that?

Sounds like a great idea. Where do you want to go?


Accepting and refusing politely may depend on what you are asked.  For example:
Would you like some cake?
Accepting                                 Refusing/Declining
	Yes, please.
Sure. Thanks
Okay. Thank you
	
	No, thank you
I'd better not.
No, but thanks for offering.


Would you like to go see a movie?

	Okay. Sounds good.
Sure. I'd love to.
Yeah. Good idea
	
	No, I'd rather not.
I'm sorry, but I can't.
No, but thanks for inviting me.


How about some more pie?

	All right. Thanks
Looks good. Thanks
Don't mind if I do.
	
	No, thanks.
I'm really full. Thanks anyway.
Looks delicious, but I'll have to pass.


How about going skiing this weekend?

	Great. What time?
Sounds like fun.
All right. When and where?
	
	Sorry. I'm busy this weekend.
I don't think I can.
How about some other time? 



Practice 1: 
- Put the following conversations in the correct order.

Invite a friend to a movie:
(1) Do you know what you're going to do this weekend?
(  ) I don't know, but was there a certain movie you wanted to see?
(  ) Well, would you like to go?
(  ) I don't know.
(  ) All right. Another time then.
(  ) None that I can think of.
(  ) Thank you for inviting me, but I think I'll pass.
(  ) I am going to see a movie with a friend of mine. What about you?
(  ) Do you know what movie you're going to watch?
(  ) Would you like to see a movie with me and my friend?
Invite your boss to a dinner party:
( 1) Mr. Lee, I was wondering if you and your wife had plans for next Friday night?
(  ) Actually, we thought it would be fun to have a formal sit-down dinner for the holidays.
(  ) Yes, we've invited four other couples, so it should be a good mix of people.
(  ) Oh yes, everyone we are inviting is from our company.
(  ) Yes, I think we might be free. What did you have in mind?
(  ) That sounds good. It will give my wife a chance to dress up.
(  ) That sounds great. Is it casual?
(  ) That sounds wonderful. Will there be anyone there that I know?
(  ) Great! I'll look forward to it. We'll make sure and check the mail for our invitation.
(  ) I've mailed a formal written invitation to your home inviting you to a dinner party at my home.
Practice 2:
-Role-play the following situations with a partner. Student A invites Student B while Student B accepts or refuses the invitation. Then switch roles. Include details and give a variety of responses.
1. Invite your partner to a conference.

2. Invite your partner to your home for dinner.

3. Invite your partner to a restaurant/ a coffee.

4. Invite your partner to attend a political rally.

5. Invite your partner to your child's performance.
6. Your own choice of invitation.

Sources:
http://www.eslgold.com/speaking/ss_inviting.htm     

http://www.eslgold.com/speaking/accepting_refusing.htmll

http://www.eslfast.com/robot/topics/social/social04.htm
