CONVERSATION CLUB

LESSON 10 
Topic: “Analyzing Problems”

Objective:  Students will be introduced to how to identify a problem and how to propose a useful 
          solution to that problem, through a series of vocabulary.
Warm-up: Look at the pictures below: What is the main problem in each case? What do you 
        
        recommend to solve each problem?
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Vocabulary:
	1. Focusing on the main problem/issue
	2. Asking for input
	3. Making recommendations

	What is the main problem?

What is the real issue (here)?

(I think) the major problem is…
Our primary concern is . . .

The crux of the matter is . . .

(As I see it), the most important thing is . . .

The main problem we need to solve is . . .

We really need to take care of…
It all comes down to this:


	What should we do about it?

What needs to be done?

What do you think we should do?

What are we going to do about it?

Do you have any suggestions?

Any ideas?


	I recommend that . . .

I suggest that . . .

I would pke to propose that . 
Why don't we . . .




Note: 1. Identify the problem, whichever this is, not only healthy related.                                           
 2. Ask about a possible solution to the problem.                                                                      
 3. Give a solution or recommendation.
 Activity 1: Work with a partner. For each of the pictures above, make a short 
  
 

conversation using the expressions from the vocabulary table.
Example: 1.- A: What is the main problem?                                                                                                 
            B: This is definitely a headache.                                                                                        
            A: What should I do about it?                                                                                        
            B: I recommend that you take two aspirin.
Activity 2: Write a solution next to each of the following problems listed below. Exchange 
         ideas with your partners.

1. Your car broke down.                                       _______________________________
2. She ran out of money.
                               _______________________________
3. He lost your laptop with                                
     very important information there.                 _______________________________

4. You were diagnosed with a deadly                 

     disease.                                                             ______________________________
5. You forgot your anniversary/someone’s 

     birthday/an important appointment.               ______________________________

6. ________________________________         ______________________________

Activity 3: In pairs, or small groups, choose 3 of the situations from Activity 2 to make 
         conversations.  Say as much as you can. Present one example to the class.

Sources: http://www.eslgold.com/speaking/analyzing_problems.html
