CONVERSATION CLUB 
 LESSON 19
Topic: “Third Conditional: No Possibility”

Objective: Students will be presented to the topic “Third Conditional”, through a story.

Warm-up: Start the lesson off by asking students about situations that caused them a further problem at work or at home and what the result was. For example:
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“I forgot my wedding anniversary”                                My spouse cancelled our wedding-anniversary-Caribbean-cruise 
Third Conditional basic information:
Meaning: The Third Conditional talks about situations the past that did not happen, and their hypothetical results. Because the situation did not happen, there is no possible result.

Uses:   1. We can use the Third Conditional for dreams, but with absolutely no chance of the dream coming true.  For example: Yesterday you bought a lottery ticket but you didn’t win. But in your imagination you would say “If I had won the lottery, I would have bought an island.”                                                                                                                                                               
2. We can also use this condition for criticism or regret.  For example: “If you had done your job properly, we wouldn’t be in this mess now.” or “If I had studied harder, I could have passed the exam.”

Structure:  If + Subject + had+ Past Participle       +       Subject + Would Have /Could Have /Might Have + Past Participle to talk 
                                                                                                           about the imaginary result.
Examples:

	IF
	Condition 
	Result

	If
	you had called me,

	I could have come.

	If
	I hadn’t helped you, 
	you might have failed.

	If
	we had paid the rent,
	we wouldn’t have been evicted.

	If
	she had told me you were coming,
	I would have come too.

	If
	you had driven more carefully,
	you wouldn’t have had an accident.

	If
	it had rained yesterday
	what would you have done?


	Result
	IF
	Condition

	I could have told him
	 if
	I had seen him.

	They might have accepted your ideas
	if
	you had explained them better.

	I would have finished hours ago
	if
	I hadn’t wasted so much time.

	She would have gone
	if
	she had had time.

	I would have done the same thing
	if
	I had been there.

	What would you have said
	if
	he had asked you?


Sometimes the “if” clause is implied. For example: I would have come. (but you didn’t ask me)

“I had” and “I would” are both contracted as “I’d”, so watch out for that.

In some varieties of English, the condition clause can use “would have” or “would’ve” but this is usually considered non-standard and is not usually used in more formal writing. For example: “If you would have told me, I would have done something” should probably read “If you had told me, I would have done something”.

Activity 1: Third conditional drill practice (IF + HAD (N’T) PARTICIPLE, WOULD (N’T) HAVE PARTICIPLE)

1.) The teacher will read the story and the students will write each problem and its corresponding result on the board.      
                                      EXAMPLE: Her alarm didn't go off – she overslept.
2.) Students imagine Sarah had a good morning and use the third conditional:
If her alarm had gone off, she wouldn't have overslept.

3. Students make third conditional sentences with the remaining examples.

	
	
	
	
	


Sarah’s terrible day. 



Sarah had to be at the airport for her flight at 9am, but her alarm didn't go off and she overslept. She got dressed very quickly, threw everything into her suitcase and ran out of the house.

When she got to the airport she realised she had forgotten her passport. So she jumped in a taxi and returned home. She grabbed her passport from the coffee table, got in a taxi and went back to the airport.

One mile from the airport the taxi broke down. She tried to flag down another, but they were all taken and so she ran the rest of the way.

When she arrived at the airport, she saw that she had missed her flight. She had to pay 500 dollars for another ticket for the next flight.

While she was waiting, she went to buy a book. She was so preoccupied with her difficult morning that she walked out of the shop without paying and was arrested by the police.

The police detained her for three hours and she missed her flight again. Sarah went home and decided never to fly again!


Activity 2: Recall the vocabulary you went through last class and make some examples using the Third Conditional. You may want to write down your sentences first and then, share them in class.
Example: If I had taken Dramamine before going on a road trip, I wouldn’t have gotten dizzy.

